
FLORIDA FLOODPLAIN MANAGERS ASSOCIATION

ANNUAL
REPORT

/FLfloods @FLfloods  Florida Floodplain
Managers Association

PO Box 21243
Tampa, FL 33622
813-765-3362FLfloods.org

BOARD OF DIRECTORSFROM THE CHAIR
Chris Zambito, CFM — Chair
Del Schwalls, PE, CFM — Vice-Chair
Carrie Aurit, CFM, GISP — Treasurer
Jonathan Bilby, MCP, CFM — Secretary
James Linkogle, CFM — Past Chair
Desiree Companion, CFM — Past Chair
Sally Cook, CFM — Associate Education Director
Nancy Witty, CFM — Associate Membership Director
Claire Jubb, CFM — Associate Legislative Director
Susan Wilson, CFM — DHS/FEMA Representative (Ex Officio)
Miles Anderson — FDEM Representative (Ex Officio)
Cece McKiernan, CFM, LEED AP — Executive Director
Sandy Tudor, CFM — Region 1 Director
Noah Taylor, CFM — Region 1 Director
Nicholas DiGruttolo, PSM — Region 2 Director
Lalit Lalwani, PE, CPM, CFM — Region 2 Director
Karen Thornhill, CFM — Region 3 Director
Heather Whitmore, AICP, CFM — Region 3 Director
Mark Hagerty, CFM, LEED AP — Region 4 Director
Richard Benton, CFM — Region 4 Director
Carlos Castro, EI, CFM — Region 5 Director
Donald Beaton, Jr., CFM — Region 5 Director
Josh Overmyer, CFM — Director-at-Large 
Lisa Foster, CFM — Director-at-Large
 

Our organization has had another outstanding 
year and we’re pleased to provide this annual 
summary to you!
 
FFMA continues to see growth in members, 
trainings, and interaction with external agencies. 
Over the past year, we’ve welcomed many new 
board members to the organization and had them 
update tactics to support a strategic vision for 2020.  Our annual 
conference was again an overwhelming success supported by numerous 
volunteers and generous contributors. The second half of the year 
challenged many of us to re-evaluate our preparedness, response, and 
recovery activities as Hermine and Matthew ended Florida’s 10-year 
hurricane drought. I have no doubt that the many hours of training 
provided by the Association helped our members excel during this 
critical period.
 
Our organization is as financially secure and well-structured as it has 
ever been due to the tireless efforts of our members. The groundwork 
has been laid for FFMA to define its own future…I can’t wait to see what 
we do!  

 
In your service,
Chris Zambito, CFM
Chair
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SUMMER 2016 

I’m very excited to begin 
my term as Chair and 
sincerely thank James 
and the outgoing Board 
members that have 
helped shaped the 
Association. We have 
seen tremendous growth 
and maturity in the 
recent past, though we 
are still a relatively new 
organization (just over 
10 years). As mentioned 
at our always-excellent 

annual conference, we are now over 700 active 
members, have increased Board membership, and are 
on solid �inancial footing thanks to our participatory 
and passionate Board. The Association continues to 
listen to its members and offers the best available 
training at arguably the lowest fee, when compared to 
similar organizations. We are still, �irst and foremost, 
an organization that focuses on educating its members 
so that they can be best prepared for the many 
challenges faced on a day-to-day basis…and being that 
the work and regulatory framework is always changing 
doesn’t make it any easier. In no particular order, here 
are just a few items that will impact members this year, 
either directly or indirectly: 

 Implementation of the Federal Flood Risk 
Management Standard (Executive Order 13690) 

 Correct usage of the new Elevation Certi�icate 
 Coastal �lood items (new FEMA �lood risk maps 

and products, new requirements for Coastal 
Management Element within comprehensive 
plans, and continued threat of hurricanes) 

 Changes to the National Flood Insurance 
Program 

 Growth of private �lood insurance in Florida and 
nationally 

 Upcoming changes to the CRS manual 
These are just a few reasons that FFMA is so vital to our 
communities. Our members need to understand the 
many changes that are making �loodplain management 
more complicated. These evolving regulatory programs 
are also emphasizing that �loodplain professionals have 
never been more important to their communities: 
making them safer, saving them money, and providing 
direction and leadership for the future. I look forward 
to working with our 700+ members, our Board, and our 
partners as we strive to be an example of excellence in 
the �loodplain management community. 
Thanks for your continued support and contribution 
to FFMA! 
Sincerely, 
Chris Zambito, CFM 
Chair 
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TO:  Federal eRulemaking Portal: www.regulations.gov.

FROM: Claire Jubb, CFM, AICP 
 Associate Director of Legislation 

THROUGH: Florida Floodplain Managers Association 
 Legislative Committee 
SUBJECT: COMMENTS ON FEMA PROPOSED RULE 
 ON FFRMS DOCKET FEMA 2015-0006 

 
FLORIDA FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION 

IN CONCURRENCE WITH THE ASFPM PRELIMINARY COMMENTS ON FFRMS DOCKET 
FEMA 2015-0006 

The Florida Floodplain Managers Association (FFMA) is the Florida Chapter of the 
Association of State Floodplain Managers (ASFPM). We are pleased to have the 
opportunity to provide comments on the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA)’s proposed rule to implement the Federal Flood Risk Management Standard 
(FFRMS) as required by Executive Order 13690. Like our parent organization ASFPM, 
FFMA is a professional non-profit organization representing 467 National Flood 
Insurance Program (NFIP) communities in the State of Florida. The communities are 
home to more than 1,783,000 flood insurance policyholders, contributing over 
$957,664,000 in premiums paid into the NFIP each year. 

FFMA is one of the most active chapters of ASFPM in terms of education and member 
involvement. We have over 700 members representing a strong mix of public and 
private organizations along with local and state officials. It is the aim of FFMA to 
provide comments on the proposed rule from a Florida perspective giving local insight 
to the measures that have been suggested. 

FFMA joins with ASFPM in applauding FEMA for producing an excellent draft document 
laying out their strategy for implementing the FFRMS as it applies to FEMA actions. 
FEMA, being the first federal agency to determine and document such a strategy, has 
the opportunity to provide guidance and a template for other federal agencies to 
follow. We hope that other agencies take their lead from FEMA when developing their 
own strategies. 

FFMA would concur that all federal agencies should continue to strive to ensure a 
thorough differentiation between a Climate Informed Science Approach (CISA), which 
informs part of the FFRMS, and the FFRMS itself. While the FFRMS is an eight step 
process an agency will use to determine which alternative is appropriate for a specific 
action, CISA is a hydrologic analysis method used to identify the flood hazards. CISA 
may or may not be used as part of an agency’s implementation of the FFRMS. CISA was 
discussed further in the white paper prepared by the 2015 Gilbert White Forum on 
“Addressing the Challenge of Change” which is available via ASFPM. 

Our Mission

"Providing leadership in 
floodplain management 
to reduce risk and loss 
caused by flood"
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EXPENSES $111,995

Training
Expenses

$34,718

Chapter Office &
Executive Support
$46,800

Board &
Operation
Expenses
$20,825

Membership Growth
& Communication

$9,652

REVENUE $111,667

Training
Registration
$28,235

FDEM/FEMA
Training Support

$41,352

Membership
Dues
$42,080


