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PLAIN TALKPLAIN TALK
In 2007, I walked into a dining room at a restaurant 
on Hutchinson Island, where about 100 people were 
eating dinner. That was the 2007 Conference and my 

people who were welcoming to strangers, passionate 

communities, and an absolute blast to be around. By 
the 2008 Conference, I jumped at the chance to join 

federal agencies, challenged and authored legislation, and continued to ask, 

of our Panhandle, you raised your volunteer hands before the wind had even 
stopped blowing. To say I am honored to have been entrusted with the role of 

that I would one day be asked to lead us onward. I am humbled by the faith 
you have placed in me, and I am able to shoulder the responsibility only 

rains came because you did your job well; there are businesses whose doors 
did not close after the storm because you protected them from risk; and there 
are families whose lives were saved, literally, because you did not back down 

Your voice matters, and I am so thankful you have added it to the chorus of 

Del Schwalls, PE, CFM | FFMA Chair
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

I am so honored to serve as 

spirit of volunteerism and 
willingness to help your fellow 

willing to get involved. I encourage you to join us in 

it is working on the conference, planning training, 
developing content for our website, serving on the 
Board, or becoming an instructor, we will plug you 

Cece McKiernan, CFM | FFMA Executive Director
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BOARD OF DIRECTORSFROM THE CHAIR
Thank you for how you pursue our mission: providing
leadership in floodplain management to reduce risk and loss 
caused by flood. This is not just a tagline for FFMA—it’s at the 
heart of everything we do. The last few years have been 
devastating times of damage and loss in Florida, including 
Hurricanes Matthew, Irma, and Michael. So many of our 
communities were crippled by these storms, and some were 
forever changed beyond recognition; we continue to work 
with them towards recovery. As a State, we are still hurting. In 
light of this, it is sometimes hard to recognize progress. Yet 
there are communities who were severely impacted during 
the 2004 hurricane season, but weathered the recent storms 
with minimal damage. This wasn’t just happenstance, but the result of lessons 
learned and steps taken. We continue to identify risk and shore up our floodplain
management programs across the State, but each new storm shows us gaps to fill.

We are not just checking boxes on a form; what we do matters—what you do 
matters! There are homes that stayed dry when the rains came because you
did your job well; there are businesses whose doors did not close after the flood 
waters receded because you protected them from risk; and there are families 
whose lives were saved, literally, because you did not stop when things got tough. 
I know we can’t prepare for all that nature has in store, but I still look toward that 
day when we refer to floods as events rather than disasters. Until then, I am 
honored to have you alongside me, championing for the protection of our
citizens to the best of your ability.

I am so thankful for all you do. If there is anything FFMA can do to support you, 
please let us know. We are stronger together, and our message is clearer when you 
add your voice. I invite you to dive in, join a committee and the great work being 
accomplished by this organization. We are changing the landscape of floodplain 
management within Florida and across the nation—thanks for being a part of it!

In your service,

Del Schwalls, PE, CFM | Chair
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